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At our February 2005 Poetry and Reading Event, Mrs. Cordelia Scudder
read a Black History paper written by her son Lorn in 1972, when he was
11 years old. She agreed to permit us to reprint it here.

     Things are moving along quickly now. We
would l ike the monument of Harriet Ross
Tubman to be up by the first half of 2006.
Excitement is in the air, and with hard work,
much is being accomplished.
     We are starting to dot the ‘ I’ s’  and cross the
‘T’s.’  Maybe we’ re not that far yet but we are
working at it.
      Now that we have received a grant from
Pennsylvania Representatives, Tom Corrigan
and Dwight Evans, we cannot allow ourselves
to slow down. Donations are sti ll needed to
complete and maintain this project. You can
have a share in helping to make this happen.
     This is not a personal project. It’ s one in
which we want the county, state and country to
participate. Our desire is for others to come
from far away places and witness a community
pursuing inclusiveness for all its citizens.
     An aspect of the completed monument will
be the inscriptions on pillars surrounding the
statue, which individuals can read and perhaps
be motivated to pursue that which is difficult.
The scene should inspire young children to
know they can be like those brave souls who
preceded them, even if initially the way
seemed beyond their limits.
     We invite YOU to become a part of what
we are doing. It will make your heart glad
when others come to view what you helped
create.

Sid Taylor
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Afr ican Amer ican Day Sunday Aug. 7, ’05
                                                           Sidney Taylor

    The weather was pleasant, not too hot with a breeze coming off the
river. There was an ominous threat of rain, however it never
materialized.

My wife, Cora, and I arrived about 12:30. Louise was there, all
smiles as she tended the display table featuring Harriet Ross Tubman.
There were photos, books and objects relating to her life and a variety
of written material to pass out. In addition, Howard Keys lent part of
his collection of post cards and replicas of stamps with portraits of
heroic African Americans. One purpose of this display is to highlight
the fact that a fourth monument is soon to be erected honoring one of
America’s heroes, Harriet Tubman. She did much to help free
individuals from enslavement.

The Bristol Riverfront Park was humming with activity. People
were consuming food as fast as it could be prepared; fried chicken,
barbecued ribs and fried fish were the big items along with sausage
sandwiches, greens, cotton candy, water ice and other goodies for the
kids.

There were children playing, running, jumping and enjoying
themselves. Parents were watching with only half an eye as Fred and
Deal were kept busy directing children away from places they were not
supposed to be.

This is a day perfect for meeting individuals that you haven’ t seen
since last year at the same event. Leonard Thompson from Langhorne
wearing a happy smile, riding his mobile, weaving in and out of the
crowd, wondered why he didn’ t see many of the old guys. I told him,
“You’ve out lived them.”

I was pleasantly surprised to find Jim McCullen, an old school pal,
waiting for me. We reminisced about high school where we played
sports together; wrestling, football and track.

About this time Jim Gafgen, the sculptor of the proposed
monument came along. He was blown away by the throng of people
enjoying themselves. It wasn’ t long before both Jims were in deep
conversation about historical events and places in Bucks County. I
don’ t think this will be the last of their conversations.

Gafgen was impressed with where the monument is to be located,
beside the tree lined river, among existing monuments. His words
were, “This is great!”  Enthusiastically he told us, “You will be pleased
to see how Harriet is coming along.”  At this point his wife said, “He’s
out there working from morning to evening.”

Fittingly, the Mitcheners, our town historians, were stroll ing
around,chatting, Harold was pleased that Louise would be portraying
Harriet Tubman at The Bristol Cultural and Historic Foundation in
January.

Sitting in a nice shaded area were members of Bethel AME Church
behind a display of photos and historic information about the formation
and resilience of this African American religious institution. It seemed
that distant times were merging, despite the passage of years.
    It’ s always good to see Bill Pezza, the friendly politician with his

..........continued on pg.5
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     When something comes along that is truly wonderful, it’ s
overwhelming to say the least. That’s exactly what it was when
the AAHCSBC received word that a State Grant for $100,000 to
assist in the construction of the Harriet Ross Tubman Monument
had been approved and the money was in the coffers of the
designated authorities.
    This means we are in a new day; a day to celebrate moving
forward. This monument to Harriet Ross Tubman will stand in
Bristol, Bucks County,at the crossroads of the Underground
Railroad,  representing more than our county but the entire
nation.
    Special thanks go to our State Representative, Tom Corrigan
and to Philadelphia State Representative, Dwight Evans for their
successful efforts on our behalf. We did not have to twist arms
to get this done. Both understood the significance of that
courageous lady who pursued the right to freedom and equality.
Her accomplishments were not attained easily nor alone, but
with the help of others who recognized the importance and
never ending nature of the struggle to be free. The placement
here represents a more inclusive country where there is potential
for all to be recognized for what they have done to make our
society what it is today.
    This is a commendable start, but there is still much work to do
to get this completed. We are still counting on YOU and others
to support us in this undertaking. Give what you can. It will be
greatly appreciated.
     We are counting on you to find a means to contribute. Be
creative and match our enthusiasm. The generosity of
individuals, groups, churches and corporations will be reflected
and acknowledged through permanent inscriptions on the
monument. Give truth to the idea of working together for a
common cause.

Counting On You!

Bucks County Afro-Amer icans For  Future
Education Awards Scholarships

Congratulations to Malory Gibson and Missy Holloman,
both 2005 graduates of Harry S. Truman High, who have
been awarded scholarships by Bucks County Afro-
Americans For Future Education in conjunction with Health
Partners. BCAAFFE has been active in providing
scholarships, promoting, organizing and engaging in
activities that encourage high school students to define their
career objectives. The awards were announced Sunday,
August 7th at The African American Day Celebration held
each year in Bristol. The continued efforts of BCAAFFE
made this day possible.

The day started out with religious services which were
held at Waterfront Park located in historic Bristol along the
banks of the Delaware River. Other activities included a
parade, displays from a variety of vendors, historic reminders
of our heritage and, of course, the tastiest of food.
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jovial smile and optimism and Police Chief, Arnold
Porter mingling with the crowd. And the day would
not be complete if I hadn’ t seen the artist, Joe
Sagolla, who has been of tremendous assistance
with our project; a good person to know.

I met many old friends, with me doing most of
the talking. This really could be the one and only
time this year I would see them. I think I talked from
the time we arrived until I left. Notably present was
Mrs. Diane Van Wright, taking up her late
husband’s spot, talking to friends about the great
guy Albert was and relating stories about their good
times.

Along with the joy there was something that
was disturbing. Little children were allowed to run
and play where they should not have been allowed,
on one of the established monuments or too close to
the river. Though this behavior was repeatedly
discouraged, the children obviously did not want to
be told what to do.

Teenagers and occasional adults sat on inscribed
pillars located within a chained-off area around one
of the monuments. Although there was no deliberate
disrespect, it seemed clear that this area was for
viewing, not sitting and climbing.

We want to be assured that when the Tubman
monument is completed , all viewers will respect
that space. Our intention is to have benches within
the viewing area. Here, people can read relevant
quotations, and the names of contributors while
contemplating the resolve of this extraordinary
woman, Harriet Tubman.

It was good to see this hip-hop generation
energized by the music that was provided for them
through the efforts of Herb Bethea. However,
including some favorites of older generations would
have made a good blend, affording exchange at a
level that would override the differences. Hopefully
such sharing would encourage more diverse
attendance as well.

When you consider that there were upward of
3,000 people present, the AAHCSBC expected that
there would be more people who would request
pamphlets and inquire about the monument project.
African American Day, can be a day when we not
only celebrate but also regroup and assess our
priorities and demonstrate the many ways in which
we take pride in our heritage.

............continued from pg. 2 Marvin Murray Scholarship
Fund Ministry

In 1992, a scholarship fund was set up in the memory of
Marvin Murray at the Norton Avenue First Baptist Church.
Scholarships are awarded to students who have graduated and
who are furthering their education.  The recipient is expected to
give back to the community by volunteering, mentoring or
tutoring a student.

2005 High School Graduates     LaShay Powell
Ella Walker
April Sutton
Jevon Johnson
Steven Slaton

2005 College Graduates Retha Miller
Anne Wiley
Cynthia Lynn Bembry
Minister Tammy Hamilton

2005 High School Graduates
In the Community Rayshondar Holloman

Kelleen Griffith

The Marvin Murray Scholarship Fund 2005 Banquet Dinner
featured a variety of presentations, all of which attested to the
positive plans to prosper and not to harm; plans to give hope and a
future.
                                                              from Jeremiah 29:11 NIV

�� ������ ������ ������ ����
The Artistry of

WILLIAM HENRY SMITH

Sunday, September 18, through
Sunday, November, 13 2005

9:00 am to 8:00 pm daily

Pennswood Village
1382 Newtown-Langhorne Rd.(413S.)

Newtown, PA
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Tamera Pugh
Palm Hall
Naomi Tomlinson
Dorothy Kline
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Articles, Editor ials,
Recipes, and I tems of

Interest Welcome

e-mail to:
northstarrep@yahoo.com

or regular post to:
AAHCSBC
PO Box 1532
Bristol PA 19007

All items sent must include
contact information for
verification.
          Thank You
         Editorial Committee

African American Historical
and Cultural Society of Bucks

County
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 �
First Tuesday of the Month

7:00 pm
Third Saturday of the Month

1:00 pm

Grundy L ibrary
Radcliffe St. Bristol

“ two trees have fallen in our forest...
Constance Baker Motley
                         ... defender, protector of our experience
August Wilson
                              ...pulse of opera, rooted in the blues
                                      ...chronicler of our experience


