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From The Desk Of The
President
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The Newsletter of the African American Historical and Cultural Society of Bucks County

 May 17, 2004 was the anniversary of the Supreme Court decision,
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, that reversed the 1896 Plessy
doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ .  Dr. Donald Clark, active member of the
NAACP and retired Director of the Bureau of Curriculum and Academic
Services of the Pennsylvania Department of Education, spoke about this
landmark decision and answered questions May 11, 2004 at the Grundy
Library in Bristol, Pa.

It was interesting to hear that the Plessy v. Ferguson decision in 1896,
dealt not with education, but restated the segregationist idea, anchored by
the 13th and 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, that it was legal to
have segregation as long as the separate facilities related to railroad
accommodation were equal.  To assure a positive outcome in the Brown
v. Board of Education argument, the testimony of the Negro psychologist,
Dr. Kenneth B. Clark and other champions of civil rights, allowed another
reality to surface.  “To separate (Negro pupils) from others of similar age
and qualification solely because of their race generates a feeling of
inferiority as to their status in the community that may effect their hearts
and minds in a way unlikely to be undone” . In addition, the ‘doll study’
demonstrated how psychologically impaired black children were about
their own ego.  When presented in this study with the choice of a black or
white doll, most black children rejected the black doll.

The Brown decision was the result of a long effort by the NAACP to
challenge segregation.  With a team of lawyers headed by Charles
Hamilton Houston, dean of the School of Law at Harvard, and Thurgood
Marshall (in 1967, the first black Supreme Court justice), four cases
challenging segregation were integrated and argued as Brown v. Board of
Education.  Their arguments demonstrated how segregation created
models of inferiority.  It was clear that I.Q. tests were originally created
to support the Immigration Service’s contention that persons of color
were genetically inferior and could not master abstraction, but could be
effective as workers.  Classes of Special Education were instituted based
on this indoctrination, and so we moved onto the 20th century with little
control over not being included in the system.  Marcus Garvey, Jamaican
Black Nationalist leader, pronounced that America had tainted the cause
of the Negro and despite the nominal freedom of emancipation, the
current American system intended to keep blacks under control.  Garvey,
in 1919, established a newspaper and encouraged blacks to return to
Africa.

Educator, Carter G. Woodson, originator of the idea of Black History

   It wasn’ t easy for Harriet Ross Tubman to
make it to her desired destination.
Determination, planning and a strong belief
system carried her through.

It’ s the same way with the
A AHCSBC as a group. Just as
Harriet needed help along the way so do we.
But it is not safe shelter we need, it’ s your
endorsement.

Without support from many good people
Harriet would never have made it north with
her passengers.

You may not think it much, but if you have
a suggestion that might help us, we would
appreciate it. Our aim is to get the
monument of Harriet Ross Tubman up on
the banks of the Delaware River, in
celebration of African-American heritage.
At present we are talking with sculptors,
making plans, getting goodwill from the
community and support from members.

The more I work on this project the more
acquainted I become with the
accomplishments of Harriet Tubman. She
was quite a woman and needs to be
recognized by the greater community.

We are living in a time when we need
dreams to be fulfilled; a time of
togetherness. The presence of Harriet along
with the other monuments will create a
feeling of kinship among all inhabitants of
Bucks County and the world at large.

A Perspective on Brown Versus Board of Education
Louise Davis

.....continued on page 5
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Inducted into The National Inventors Hall of Fame 1990, for
preparation of Cortisone.

Percy Lavon Julian, the grandson of a slave, was born in
Montgomery Alabama on April 11, 1899.

Montgomery provided no public education for blacks after
the eighth grade.  Julian entered De Pauw University in
Greencastle, Indiana as a “sub-freshman” .  Though ill prepared,
Julian graduated in 1920 as class valedictorian with Phi Beta
Kappa honors. It begs the question, “What manner of man is
this”?

Julian was advised against pursuing a graduate education
because of his race, much like Dr. Herb Lusk, former Eagle
player, who, when he applied for admission for his doctorate in
Theology, was told to forget it because he could never learn
Greek.

With no scholarship aid for graduate study, Julian went to
Fisk University to teach chemistry.  In 1923 with an Austin
Fellowship in chemistry he earned a Master’ s degree from
Harvard University.  After teaching at West Virginia State
College and Howard University, Julian received his Ph.D. in
organic chemistry from the University of Vienna, Austria in
1931 under the tutelage of eminent chemist Ernst Spath.

Julian returned to De Pauw University where his
international reputation was established in 1935.  There he
developed a drug treatment for Glaucoma via synthesis from the
calabar bean (which is now being explored for the treatment of
Alzheimer’s Disease).

During the next seventeen years, Julian was director of
research at the Glidden Company, a paint and varnish
manufacturer.  He developed a commercial process for isolating
and preparing soybean protein which could be used to coat and
size paper, to create cold water paints and to size protein to
produce “Aero-Foam”, a substance that suffocates gasoline and
oil fires, saving the lives of thousands of sailors and airmen.  He
synthesized the female and male hormones, progesterone and
testosterone, by extracting sterols from soybean oil converted to
a porous foam.  He made Lecithin from soybean products.
Julian had over one hundred patents, including one for liquid

Slave’s Grandson Discovers Cor tisone
Percy Lavon Julian

Naomi Tomlinson

crystals.
Dr. Julian was noted most for his synthesis of cortisone, used

in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis and other inflammatory
conditions. Julian’s synthesis reduced the price of cortisone to a
few cents a gram, where as natural cortisone extract from oxen

bile cost hundreds of
dollars per drop.
Julian discovered a
greater source of
steroid for his
synthesis of cortisone
in the Balbasco root, a
yam growing wild in
Guatemala.

In 1954 Julian left
Glidden to start Julian
Laboratories, Inc. in
Franklin Park, Illinois
and Mexico City.  In
1961 Julian sold his
Franklin Park plant
for several million
dollars to Smith,Kline

and French, a pharmaceutical company.
Julian received numerous distinctions, among them were

nineteen honorary degrees, membership in Sigma Xi, the
Springarn medal in 1947, the distinguished Service Award from
the Phi Beta Kappa Association in 1949, the Chicagoan of the
Year in 1950, the Chemical Pioneer Award from the Laureate and
the Proctor Prize from Sigma Xi.

Julian served on the boards of many educational, civic
organizations and schools in Phoenix, Chicago and Oak Park
Illinois and Merrero, Louisiana. Science buildings are named for
him at McMurrey College, Illinois State University, and De Pauw
University. Dr. Julian died in 1975.
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     Continue your membership and continue to
promote cultural awareness and promote pride

in Black History.
Membership renewal for fiscal year 2004-

2005

AAHCSBC Membership  $5.00 Participation Member    $25.00

Non Profit Organization $50.00 Corporations                $150.00

Life Membership         $1000.00 Honorary/Philanthropic  Exempt

�
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Name ____________________________  Phone ______________

Street ________________________________________________

City & State _________________________  Zip ______________

E-mail ___________________      Amount Enclosed ____________

Please make check payable to:
African American Historical and Cultural Society of Bucks County
Please send to: 200 Pond Street Bristol PA 19007
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     The Black Church, being the heart of
the African American community, has
always been a place to find an
abundance of history and culture.  And
so it was with great pride and love that
the history of Bethel A.M.E. Church

was shared with all during the African American Day celebration on
August 8, 2004.  Sketches, photographs and memories of church
members, Pastors, Deacons, Elders and Bishops as far back as African
Methodist Church founder Richard Allen were available to see and
experience.
     Bethel A.M.E. Church was organized in 1848 by the Reverend
George Longstretch. However records show meeting’s of the group
were held as early as 1843.  These meetings were held in an old
building at the end of Wood St. along the canal basin.  They later
moved to a dwelling occupied by Lucy Harris and from there moved
to the home of Harriet Ward.

When the congregation outgrew Mrs. Ward’ s home they
transferred to the Old Cooper Shop at the end of Wood Street, which
is now a parking lot.  Reverend James Ross became the pastor with
great success.  In 1856, Reverend Andrew Till and Reverend Lawyer
with the members of the congregation built a place of worship on Pond
St. near Walnut St. which was ready for services in 1857.
     In 1882, Reverend Thomas A. Cuff was pastor and it once again
became necessary to find a larger place of worship.  The present site,
then a printing house, was purchased for $2,200.  The church was
dedicated by the Right Reverend Bishop Brown of the Philadelphia
Conference of African Methodist Episcopal Church in May 1883.  The
cornerstone was taken from the old church on Pond St. on August 6,
1895.
     Bethel A.M.E. Church was remodeled in 1921, under the
leadership of Reverend L. W. Stanford. Bethel’ s stained glass
windows were installed by Mr. Matthews, a black man from
Philadelphia working for a glass company. The central heating system
was installed by Phil Jones, a member of the church.
     The second remodeling was done as a four part project under the
leadership of Reverend J. L. Brown.  Part one was the sanctuary, then
the stairs to the basement, followed by the bathrooms and dining room.
Under the leadership of Reverend Satterfield, the ladies of the church
raised money to remodel the kitchen.
     In 1967, the parsonage was moved from Wilson St. to the corner of
Wood and Mulberry Sts.
     Bethel A.M.E. Church continues to make history.  Under the
current leadership of Reverend Dr. Rondo L. Na’el, Bethel’ s members
offer  warm friendly fellowship with all who enter.
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Sunday worship begins with devotions at 10:45, service at 11:00
Church School is held at 9:45 for children and adults

Bible Study is Tuesday evening 7:30
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call Tamera Pugh (215) 781-1842 for information
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Richard Allen
 February 14, 1760-March
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Sweet Potato Biscuits

Ingredients:

Directions:
     Combine flour, powder, salt and 2 tablespoons brown sugar.  Cut in shortening with fork or pastry blender.  Mix wet ingredi-
ents in separate bowl then add to dry.  Stir only until moist.  Drop spoonfuls into greased 13 x 9 pan, sprinkle with remaining
brown sugar.
 Bake 15-20 min. @ 400 degrees.

These biscuits are so moist and just slightly sweet...yum
submitted by Tamera Pugh

2 cups flour 3 tsp. baking powder 1/2 tsp. salt

4 Tablespoons brown sugar (divided 2/2) 3 Tablespoons shortening 2/3 cup milk

1/2 cup mashed sweet potato 1/3 cup sour cream

This summer, our family had the opportunity to embark on an enjoyable and educational journey for vacation.
Among our stops was the Anacostia Museum and Center  for  Afr ican Amer ican History and Culture.  This part of
‘ the Smithsonian’  is not located in the prominent ‘mall’  area, but in Ft. Stanton Park, where D.C. residents of the
Anacostia area can make use of it.  The attractive modern museum is quite active with community programs and
contemporary displays.  There, information and artwork join in celebration of the African-American legacy,
highlighting the underappreciated potential in African-American achievement.  Had we allowed more time, we could
also have stopped at the estate of Frederick Douglass, which is only blocks away.  (Yes, estate, as in ‘brother livin’
large’  in our nation’s capitol before the Civil War, before the end of slavery.)

Of particular current interest at the Anacostia is the display of works by Bucks County artist William Smith,
curator of the AAHCSBC.  His artwork graces the entrance hall gallery as an introduction to the current theme of
storytelling and the African-American experience.  In his role as a “modern-day griot” , Smith’s pictures tell stories
from his youth - Fourth of July at the Maryland Home for Friendless Coloured Children - to the present - Artist in
White Hat - to the dreams for tomorrow - Mountain Top.  I was touched with the story in each rendition.

Our journey also took us to Annapolis, so well known for historical buildings and the naval academy.  We were
surprised to find that the town has acknowledged it’ s history in the slave trade as the port where Kunta Kinte was
auctioned off.  In commemoration, there is a water front memorial featuring a sculpture of Alex Haley reading to three
children of diverse backgrounds, with a row of plaques with inspirational quotes on diversity.  Annapolis is also home
to a museum dedicated to Benjamin Banneker and Frederick Douglass.

We were only able to pass through Maryland’s Eastern Shore.  On our next sojourn through the Delmarva
Peninsula we will have to plan time to visit the birth places of Harriet Tubman and Frederick Douglass. As with all
vacations, this one left us wanting more time to discover learn and enjoy.

Road Trip to Anacostia, and Beyond
Harold Pugh Jr.

COOK’S CORNER - GOOD EATING!

The manhood of the slave is conceded. It is admitted in the fact that Southern statute-books are
covered with enactments, forbidding, under severe fines and penalties, the teaching of the slave to
read and write. When you can point to any such laws in reference to the beasts of the field, then I
may consent to argue the manhood of the slave..............Frederick Douglass
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celebrations wrote,  “A Study of Negro Life and History”  in 16 volumes.  In 1933, “The Miseducation of the Negro”
appeared in which he stated that, ‘You become whatever people say you are’ .

Segregationist events occurred most obviously in the south, and there was a resurgence in the 1950’s.  The murder of
Emmett Till exposed the abject vulnerability of blacks.  In the north, de facto segregation was rampant but subtle since
discrimination was not mandated by law, but practiced in fact.  By this time, many civil rights actions had taken place
across the country.  There were many supremacist models related to gender, economics and race.  With Mendez in
California there was the assumption that Hispanics had no need to take the academic course in school.  Women were
being discriminated against.  Mexicans, Native Americans, East Europeans, Negroes, Africans, and other people of
color were discriminated against through legal and social color bars.  For civil rights actions, there was cause for much
preparation and excitement.

Despite the favorable Brown v. Board decision in 1954, there was no attempt by the Supreme Court to recommend
appropriate action that could lead to school desegregation.  There were, in the wake of the decision, thirty-four
challenges.  The following year another opinion emerged as Brown v. Board II in which the court declared that
integration should be accomplished “with all deliberate speed” .  This was tantamount to saying, according to Thurgood
Marshall, “slow” .

It is telling that when the 101 Airborne was sent to Little Rock where one of the first attempts at desegregation of
schools was being resisted, no black soldier was in attendance.  Many black soldiers had come from the north and were
more used to independent thought.  They were responsible and had elevated self-esteem.  But exclusion and denial were
the demands of the culture at this time.

When the Brown v. Board decision was announced, it was not expected that the black schools would close.  Despite
the the desire of blacks to maintain control over the manner in which their participation in the American experiment was
promulgated, black schools were closed.  Black children, not white children were bussed into hostile white districts
irrespective of distance.  To avert sharing classrooms, whites often chose private or charter schools.  Many black
teachers lost their jobs and or their status.  Black principals were not placed in comparable positions in white schools,
but demoted.

Those who took on educational repair had to take on these challenges.  W.E.B. Du Bois and Carter G. Woodson were
the first educators from Harvard to pursue this path through protest and agitation.  Anchored to Frederick Douglass’
assurance that, “Education makes a poor slave” , they encouraged blacks to take on education, not for the degree, but for
the “ liberation of the mind” .

The nation did not know what to do with educated blacks.  Prior to this, despite proof to the contrary, (witness:
Herman Branson, President of Lincoln University and co-author of a paper dealing with the alpha helix, anticipating the
structure of DNA; Mary McLeod Bethune, educator; Paul Robeson, singer, actor, activist) it was thought that negroes
had no skills.  Woodson uncovered another problem still prevelant in schools.  Unbiased history was not taught.  There
is evidence in such books as “The Great Pyramids Speak”  that proves the prodigious mathematical dexterity and
creativity of those peoples whose homeland is Africa.  Fractals, the study of complex shapes, is African in origin and the
Buffalo Soldiers are real.

Brown v. Board of Education, despite all efforts to slow down the progress of desegregation, was instrumental in the
destruction of a system of myths which encourage the concept of superiority as defined by race. Indeed that exercise and
consequent result of this deliberation by the Supreme Court revalued the Constitution.

Still there have to be changes made in our collective consciousness if we want to continue to validate Brown v.

A Perspective on Brown Versus Board of Education ....continued from page 1
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