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Don Evans,

Teacher,Playwright, Here For a Time, Then Gone
Louise Davis

Donald Evans, native of Philadelphia, family man, and
former Marine, was also a teacher and a playwright. From 1961
to 1964 he and his family lived in Bristol Borough with Mrs.
Minnie Predow. He taught English at Woodrow Wilson High in
Bristol Township. Black teachers are rare here, and when one
comes who tries to remedy some of the inequities, he is not
forgotten.  Always, though exposed to classical theatre
traditions, Don insisted on the vernacular, the familiar, the real,
“don’t you know?”

We recall the pipe, filled with fragrant tobacco as he leaned
back, listened carefully, laughed, and stamped his foot. It could
be in his living room or in the office of African American
Studies at Trenton State. Perhaps it was as he directed a play by
Ed Bullins or arranged a schedule at the Community Center in
Princeton. Still these same gestures prevailed and you knew that

Don was taking it all in.
...... continued on page 2

In celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday, Mrs. Hodges
5th grade class at Snyder-Girotti Elementary School wrote poems
about their impression of his life and legacy. Here is a sample of how
the children were touched by what they learned.

The Important Thing Raul Rodriguez

The imgortant thing about
. »egregation
is that it is gone.

It kept white and black kids away from each other
and it made friend break-up and go against each other
and it was defeated by good hearted peaple who believed in freedom
and it was taken down by Martin Luther King, Jr.
and it is the ugliest monster that was stomped out by a good hearted
person

But the important thing about
_ Segregation
is that it is gone.

............. more poetry on page 4
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From The Desk

Of The President
Sidney L. Taylor

Harriet Ross Tubman

There were times when the going got tough
on the way to freedom. Some wanted to quit.

Did Harriet give them a choice whether to go
back or continue on? The answer is a simple
one, NO!

She was committed to the safety and welfare
of the group as a whole not the whim of a few
individuals.

Harriet Tubman knew what it meant to stay
focused keeping an eye on the North Star
leading to the land of freedom. She would not
allow one individual to jeopardize the sum of
the whole.

It’s the same with us, today. We must stay
the course, count the cost and be willing to do
what is necessary to obtain our goal. Our goal is
to share with those that can’t identify the North
Star but are trying on their own.

As a group we have thoughts to share with
less chance of getting lost when individual
vision becomes dim.
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The History of Kwanzaa

Habari Gani!!

Kwanzaa is a holiday that celebrates the African American tradition of
gathering together at the end of the harvest. It was created in 1966 by Dr.
Maulana Karenga, a professor and cultural leader. He wanted to help
African Americans to remember their heritage. He also hoped Kwanzaa
would be an annual reminder of the importance of sharing with family and
friends, and that this would help build a sense of African American
community throughout the United States.

Kwanzaa begins December 26th and lasts until January Ist. Thereis a
principle for each day of Kwanzaa. These seven principles help us to think
about our lives and future, and promote a sense of pride in African
American culture. The word Kwanzaa comes from the African trade
language Swahili. In Swahili, kwanza is a word from a phrase which means
“first fruits.” Dr. Karenga added an extra “a” to remind us that it is different
from the original word. Over the past thirty-seven years the popularity of
this holiday has grown by leaps and bounds. Now millions of African
Americans observe the seven days of Kwanzaa in school, community,
church and family celebrations.

The Nguzo Saba (Seven Principles): Umoja (Unity), Kujichagulia
(Self-Determination), Ujima (Collective Work and Responsibility), Ujamaa
(Cooperative Economics), Nia (Purpose), Kuumba (Creativity), and Imani
(Faith) should be practiced all year long, not just during Kwanzaa.
Harambee!

The Karamu

The Karamu is a lavish feast and cultural program that takes place on
December 31 (the last day of Kwanzaa). All are welcomed, everyone brings
a dish to share, no matter how much or how little. The room is decorated in
red, black and green. The seven Kwanzaa principles are prominently
displayed. The food is placed on an African mat called a Mkeka which is
placed in the middle of the floor. You can buy a Mkeka or weave one
yourself from paper or cloth. Below is a simple recipe suitable for Karamu.
Many ingredients are traditional African foods that grow in the tropics.

COOK’S CORNER - GOOD EATING!

Kwanzaa Salad - this particular recipe features the Kwanzaa colors: red,
black,and green!

Ingredients:
2 tomatoes 1 red pepper 1 red onion
1 cucumber 1 can black olives lettuce
spinach oregano large bowl
Directions:

Wash all vegetables and pat dry with a clean cloth. Put equal
amounts of lettuce and spinach in a large bowl.

Chop tomatoes, peppers, and onions. Add them to the bowl .
Garnish with black olives and oregano.

Top with your favorite salad dressing. Now you have Kwanzaa col-
ored salad!

Kwanzaa yenu iwe heri!=Happy Kwanzaa!
Thank you Sista Denise K. Smith for sharing Kwanzaa with us!!

Don Evans.....continued from page 1

Well, Don Evans, playwright and activist
for change, died on October 16, 2003. A
member of the Black Arts movement of the
60’s and 70’s, he produced and directed his
own works and works of others, from Lonnie
Elders to Shakespeare, on campuses and in
repertory theatres in the United States and
abroad. He used the stage to spark the
involvement of youth and to acknowledge our
connections to those who labored before us.
Don wanted “to see the Black theatre in
America nourished, strengthened and enlarged
to the point when all audiences, black and
white, would have opportunities to appreciate
its unique contributions”.

When, in the late 60’s, he was assigned to
work with a street gang in an effort to keep the
members out of trouble, Don stated that, “We
hit on doing a street version of Macbeth.” Of
the production, one critic said, “Even
Shakespeare would have appreciated the
richness of language they put into their special
rendition of this play.”

In addition to his commitment to theatre,
while at Trenton State College, Don served as
Head of the Minority Council, assisting in the
development of academic and extra curricular
programs, recruiting talented students, and
working to improve human relations in the
campus community. One involvement
overlapped another as he used his knowledge
of the theatre to express his philosophy. “I do
hold that each of us is given a certain number
of talents which we are meant to use. I believe
mine is to write plays.”

Don wrote many plays; plays whose very
titles engage us, like One Monkey Don’t Stop
No Show, Bad Mouth Sam Don’t Dance No
More, and A Love Song for Miss Lydia. The
range was wide and yet his connection to the
comedic and tragic aspects of black lives
expressed in familiar idiom was ever present.
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Requiem for the King
William H. Smith

Hark! Hark! Mr. Meadowlark
What you gonna sing today?

I sing ‘bout our mighty King

A King try to make freedom ring.

Let freedom ring
Let freedom sing

Hark! Hark! Mr. Meadowlark
What you gonna sing today?

I sing ‘bout our King’s dream
I sing what brotherhood mean.

Let freedom ring
Let freedom sing

Hark! Hark! Mr. Meadowlark
What you gonna sing today?
I sing ‘bout a jail in Birmingham

I sing ‘bout people don’t give a damn.

Let freedom ring
Let freedom sing

Hark! Hark! Mr. Meadowlark
What you gonna sing today?

I sing ‘bout a balcony in Memphis
I sing ‘bout Death’s cool kiss.

Let freedom ring
Let freedom sing

Hark! Hark! Mr. Meadowlark
What you gonna sing today?

I sing ‘bout our King’s legacy
Freedom’s dream for you and me.

Let freedom ring
Let freedom sing

February 28, 2004
1-4:30pm
Bethel A.M.E. Church
254 Wood Street
Bristol Pa

An Afternoon Celebrating

Poetry
that Celebrates
African American
History and Culture.

Refreshments will be served

The Poetry of Parenting: Bristol Junior High Workshop Offers

Ideas with Enthusiasm
Harold Pugh Jr.

On Tuesday, January 13", Twixt and Between, a parents’
workshop on “using poetry to support young adolescent reading and
increase comprehension” was held in the Bristol High School library.
The workshop featured Dr. Jack McGovern, director of Curriculum
& Instructional Services for Bucks County Intermediate Unit 22,
who treated those in attendance to poetry readings and personal
stories centered around building successful dialogue with our
children.

Dr. McGovern offered advice on parenting, living, and
encouraging youth to take interest in reading. He also spoke of an
appreciation for everyone in the world, often noting the words of
brilliant African American writers such as Maya Angelou and Nikki
Giovanni. Each parent received a complimentary copy of Kathi
Appelt’s Poems From Homeroom, which features discussion points
for the poems presented. Those in attendance also recieved a thought
provoking collection of poems compiled by Dr. McGovern, with
subjects ranging from growing up to historic figures such as Harriet
Tubman and George Washington Carver.

As a parent, I feel enriched by this workshop on the confusing
yet exciting stage of growing up which is the teen years. I look
forward to attending future workshops of such high quality.

1761 Jupiter Hammon, a New York slave, publishes his poem “An Evening Thought: Salvation by Christ, with

Penitential Cries.” He is probably the first published slave poet.
African American Jubilee Edition, Holy Bible CEV :American Bible Society
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continued from page 1....

The Important Thing Thomas Barrett
The important thing about

ivil Rights

is that it gives us freedom.

From Here to

Plan a Fall
TINBUXTU visit to
A travel adventure with Harriet Tubman’s
Melva Jackson Estate

It is everywhere in America

and was fought for by Martin Luther King, Jr.

at the Grundy Library

and it was kept from him for many years
and it was never given to him
and it still isn’t given to everyone.

But the important thing about

Cuvil Rights

Monday, Feb. 23,2004
7:00 pm

call 215-788-7891

overnight stay
travel by bus
more information
soon!

is that it gives us freedom.

to reserve your seat

Did You Know?

Attending church
services on New
Years Eve is a
tradition for many
African American
Christians. While it
is a time of reflection
and renewal, we
should also take note
of the historic origin.

CHECK
IT
OouT!

Artifacts
relating
to the
African
American
experience
will be on
display at the
Grundy Library
and at
Warren Snyder
Elementary
School during
the month
of

February

Watch Night

“The Lord will watch over your coming and
going ,both now and forevermore.”

Psalm 121:8

I

We gather

with quiet invocations and fervent shouts
in prayers houses built by our ancestors.
it is the anniversary of freedom’s eve,
the beginning of a new year;

and our voices ache with jubilee songs
our feet moving, our bodies possessed
our spirits remembering.

It was on new year’s day
long ago

when enslaved Africans,
their children,

and their children’s children
became irrevocably free.

“On the Ist da

of January, A.D. 1863,

all ;l)ersons held as slaves
within any State

or designated part of a State
the faeople whereof

shall then be in rebellion...”

The freedom words

that were woven into sweet-grass baskets,
hidden in the words of negro fipirituz}ls,
preached aloud at campground meetings,
sung to black babies in sleepy-time songs,
would become the law of the land.

“Alleluia.
Praise the Lord.”
1.
Then freedom’s eve became freedom’s day
(after 100 days of waiting,
three years ol a bloody civil war,
more than two centuries of servitude)
as an answer to the petitioner’s plea:

“How long, my Lord, how long?

Truly there was a reason why,

so many were gathered

on that new year’s eve in 1862:

skins dark as the midnight sky,

and pale as the sand on a sea 1sland beach.

Truly there was a reason why,

embraced by traditions from across the seas,
our ancestors had the griots

tell those wonderful stories of home.

©charyn d. sutton 18 december 2000 www.onyx-group.com

Truly there was a reason why,

they created drum sounds with their feet,
their hand-claps, and their rhythm sticks;
spoke of a future free of shackles,

waited and watched till the morning came.

They trusted the words of Lincoln:
“Shall be then, thenceforward,
and forever free.”

They believed the words of Leviticus:
“It shall be a Jubilee for you
and each of you shall return to his possession,
and each of you shall return to his family.”

But could they really have faith

(this time)

that the righteous would truly be blessed?
for the comings and foings of life

can never be foretold.

“How long, my Lord, how long?”
iii.
There was no word at midnight,
nor at daybreak.
but past dusk on new year’s day came a message:
tap;l)(ed across telegraph wires,
spoken at great mass meetings.
the proclamation had been signed.
emancipation was forever.
God’s chosen would be free.

It was written:
“...upon this act,
sincerely believed to be an act of justice
warranted by the Constitution
upon military necessity
I invoke
the considerate judgment of mankind
and the gracious favor of Almighty God.”
iv.
Now, more than a century later,
in churches and chapels and houses of prayer,
on the anniversary of freedom’s eve,
on watch night:
we gather
to welcome yet another year
to bring in the jubilee.

Waitin% anew for the midnight hour
with whispers and shouts,

singing and silence,

libations and thanksgiving.

Remembering that we were not always
free.
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Black History Through Modern Dance
Christina Gesualdi

When something is referred to as “modern,” it is ahead of its
time. For example, modern dance in America is an art form that
is always striving to be innovative and new. Even during the
early and mid 1900’s when laws encouraged society to become
stuck in the traditional values of prejudice, hatred, and
segregation, the world of modern dance flourished in acceptance
and integration. Black choreographers and dancers such as
Katherine Dunham, Pearl Primus, Alvin Ailey, and Donald
Mckayle worked for artistic freedom, and once acheived, they
used dance as a means to retell their African American history.

Donald McKayle began his formal dance training in New
York City and made his first professional debut in 1948 with the
New Dance Group. As his career developed, he became more
interested in concert dance choreography and dance production
on Broadway, television, and films. One of his most renowned
pieces, Rainbow ‘Round My Shoulder, is a modern dance that
gives the audience a glimpse into the grueling and oppressed life
of prisoners in a chain gang. It depicts the harsh conditions and
shows how the prisoners labored sometimes until the point of
exhaustion and death. Mr. McKayle showed the prisoners’
contrasting emotions of hope and despair. This dance was
choreographed on the dancers of the Alvin Ailey American
Dance Company in 1959. The choreography has been preserved
over the years and is still performed in modern dance concerts
today. Another one of his works, Her Name was Harriet, is
about Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad.

If you are interested in viewing Rainbow‘Round My
Shoulder, the Snyder Girotti School 6th graders are performing
excerpts at their Black History Celebration on February 25" at 7
pm. Also more information on African Americans in modern
dance can be found at www.pbs.org/wnet/freetodance/.

Harriet Tubman’s Homestead
Visit Harriet Tubman’s Home in
Auburn NY
April 50th- May 1st, 2004

visit Harriet Tubman’s home,
gravesite with Carnation tribute,
and the William Seward mansion.
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Snyder-Girotti Elementary School’s
celebration of Black History
Held in the school’s auditorium
Wednesday, February 25 at 7:00 pm
$2 adult and $1 child donation
benefits the Harriet Ross Tubman Statue Fund

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
Tour Sights in Bucks County
Enjoy Buffet Lunch
May 22, 2004 (Tentative)

Membership Renewal
promote cultural awareness and promote pride

Membership renewal for fiscal year 2003-
2004

AAHCSBC Membership $5.00  Participation Member ~ $25.00

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Continue your membership and continue to | Name

Phone

in Black History. Street

City & State

Zip

E-mail

Amount Enclosed

_ o _ Please make check payable to:
Non Profit Organization $50.00  Corporations $150.00 African American Historical and Cultural Society of Bucks County
Life Membership $1000.00  Honorary/Philanthropic Exempt Please send to: 200 Pond Street Bristol PA 19007
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Harriet Tubman Memorial
Celebration

Saturday
March 6, 2004
1-4:30 pm

discussions,exhibits
Refreshments

featured author
Kate Clifford Larson
will sign copies of her new book
Bound For the Promise Land:
Harriet Tubman
Portrait of an American Hero

donations will benefit the Harriet Tubman
Memorial Statue Fund

DEADLINE
for next publication
March 17, 2004

North Star Reporter
Editorial Committee

Tamera Pugh
Palm Hall

Naomi Tomlinson
Dorothy Kline
Louise Davis

Ida Jones

Articles, Editorials,
Recipes, and Items of
Interest Welcome

e-mail to:
northstarrep @yahoo.com

or regular post to:
AAHCSBC

200 Pond Street
Bristol PA 19007

All items sent must include
contact information for
verification.
Thank You
Editorial Committee

200 Pond Street

Bristol, PA 19007

African American Historical and
Cultural Society of Bucks County




